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N /?J ,C £° F ALL0WABILITY ls NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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1 ."E3 This communication is responsive to Amendment filed on 12 March 2004 . 

2. M The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-14 . 

3. K The drawings filed on 12 March 2004 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as 
provided by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST 
be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given by Mr. William Keyworth 
during a telephone interview on May 10, 2004. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: 
Replace Claim 1 with the following: 

-- 1 . A method of regulating landfill gas well production comprising: 

a. installing a constant flow control wellhead assembly gas path in a section of 
piping between each well, or grouping of wells with a single extraction pipe, and a well 
extraction vacuum source, 

b. opening a differential pressure-regulating valve in the wellhead assembly gas 
path to a nominal position, 

c. opening a manual valve in the same wellhead assembly gas path partially, 

d. measuring the differential pressure across the differential pressure-regulating 

valve, 

e. adjusting the manual valve position to set the desired differential pressure 
across the differential pressure-regulating valve, 
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f. measuring the differential pressure across the complete wellhead assembly 
gas path . 

g. adjusting the differential pressure-regulating valve, as needed, to maintain the 
desired differential pressure across the complete wellhead assembly gas path . 

h. measuring the gas composition at the wellhead assembly oas oath on a 
periodic basis, 

i. re-adjusting the differential pressure-regulating valve position periodically, if 
needed, using the result of the gas composition measurement to determine the desired 
direction of adjustment, 

j. measuring the adjusted differential pressure across the differential pressure- 
regulating valve, 

k. adjusting the position of the manual valve to obtain the desired differential 
pressure across the differential pressure-regulating valve, 

I. measuring the adjusted differential pressure across the complete wellhead 
assembly gas path , and 

m. adjusting the regulating valve, as needed, to maintain the desired differential 
pressure across the complete wellhead assembly gas path . - 

Replace Claim 3 with the following: 
-- 3. A landfill gas well extraction control system comprising: 

a. means for opening a differential pressure regulating valve in a complete 
wellhead assembly gas path to a nominal position, 
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b. means for opening a second valve in the gas path, 

c. means for measuring the differential pressure across the differential pressure 
regulating valve, 

d. means for setting the second valve position to obtain the desired differential 
pressure across the differential pressure-regulating valve, 

e. means for measuring the differential pressure across the complete wellhead 
assembly gas path . 

f. means for maintaining the desired complete wellhead assembly gas path 
differential pressure at a constant value, 

g. means for obtaining a sample for measuring the gas composition on a periodic 
basis, and 

h. means for adjusting, if needed, the complete wellhead assembly gas oath 
differential pressure. - 

In Claim 8: 

line 1 6, after "wellhead" insert -- assembly --. 

Contact Information 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Michael Nghiem whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2272. The examiner can normally be reached on M-H from 6:30AM - 5:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Barlow can be reached at (571) 272-2269. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 




Michael Nghiem 



May 10, 2004 



